army has been maintained until now mainly to hold India in subjuga-
tion. It has been completely segregated from the general population
who can in no sense regard it as their own. This policy of mistrust
still continues and is the reason why national defence is not entrusted
to India's elected representatives."
24. Then there is this sentence taken from the draft: "If
India were freed her first step would probably be to negotiate
with Japan." This has to be read in conjunction with the follow-
ing paragraphs from the draft:                                                ^
"This Committee desires to assure the Japanese Government and
people that India bears no enmity either towards Japan or towards
any other nation. India only desires freedom from all alien domina-
tion. But in this fight for freedom the Committee is of opinion that
India while welcoming universal sympathy does not stand in need
of foreign military aid. India will attain her freedom through her
non-violent strength and will retain it likewise. Therefore the Com-
mittee hopes that Japan will not have any designs on India. But if
Japan attacks India and Britain makes no response to its appeal the
Committee would expect all those who look to Congress for guidance
to offer complete non-violent noncooperation to the Japanese force*,;
and not render any assistance to them. It is no part of the duty
of those who are attacked to render any assistance to the attacker.
It is their duty to offer complete noncooperation.
It is not difficult to understand the simple principle of non-violent
noncooperation:
1.    We may not bend the knee to the aggressor nor obey any of
his orders.
2.    We may not look to him for any favours nor fall to his
bribes.   But we may not bear him any malice nor wish him ill.
3.    If he wishes to take possession of our fields we will refuses
to give them up even if we have to die in the efforts to resist him. *-
4.    If he is attacked by disease or dying of thirst and seeks our
aid we may not refuse it.
5.    In such places where the British and Japanese forces are fight-
ing our noncooperation will be fruitless and unnecessary.
At present our noncooperation with the British Government is
limited. Were we to offer them complete noncooperation when they
are actually fighting, it would be tantamount to placing our country
deliberately in Japanese hands. Therefore not to put any obstadl
in the way of the British forces will often be the only way of demon-
strating our noncooperation with the Japanese. Neither may we assist
the British in any active manner. If we can judge from their recent
.-attitude the British Government do not need any help from us beyond
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